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REF: TEHRAN 3130, TEHRAN 3480 

1 . FOR CAIRO: YOU HAVE SEEN REFTEL DESCRIBING EGYPTIAN 
REQUEST THAT IRANIANS PROVIDE TRAINING ON F-4S, F-5S, AND 
C-130S, AND IRANIAN APPROACH TO EMBASSY TEHRAN ON THE 
SUBJECT. YOU SHOULD DISCUSS THIS WITH EGYPTIANS, AT 
WHATEVER LEVEL YOU THINK APPROPRIATE, ALONG FOLLOWING 
LINES: 

2. THE IRANIANS HAVE TOLD US ABOUT AN EGYPTIAN REQUEST 
FOR TRAINING ON F-4S, F-5S, AND C-130S. WE WOULD BE 
INTERESTED TO KNOW FROM THE EGYPTIANS THEMSELVES WHAT THEY 
HAVE IN MIND. AS EGYPTIANS KNOW FROM PREVIOUS CONVERSA- 
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GRAM IN SAUDI ARABIA, THIS POSES CONSIDERABLE DIFFICULTY 
FOR US. 

3. THE ADMINISTRATION IS IN THE PROCESS OF MAKING THE 
FIRST IMPORTANT SALE OF MILITARY EQUIPMENT TO EGYPT IN 
MANY YEARS. THE GENERAL QUESTION OF US MILITARY RELATION- 
SHIP WITH EGYPT IS HIGHLY SENSITIVE ONE FOR THIS REASON. 
TRAINING OF EGYPTIANS ON F-4 AND F-5 AIRCRAFT WOULD GIVE 
THE CLEAR IMPRESSION THAT WE HAD MADE DECISION TO PROVIDE 
THESE AIRPLANES TO EGYPT AND UNDERMINE CREDIBILITY OF 
OUR RESPONSE TO QUESTIONS DURING CONGRESSIONAL HEARINGS 
THAT THIS WAS NOT THE CASE. TRAINING ON C-130S WILL BE 
WORKED OUT BETWEEN US AND EGYPTIANS IN CONNECTION WITH 
THE SALE OF C- BOS. 

4. FOR THESE REASONS, IT WOULD POSE REAL DIFFICULTIES 
FOR IRAN TO PROVIDE TRAINING ON THE THREE TYPES OF 
AIRCRAFT IN QUESTION. ULTIMATELY, SOME TRAINING ON 
C-130S MIGHT NO LONGER HAVE THE POLITICAL IMPLICATIONS 

IT NOW HAS AND WOULD BE NO PROBLEM. WE WILL BE REPLYING 
IN THESE TERMS TO IRANIANS BUT WANTED FIRST TO TALK WITH 
GOE ABOUT IT. 

5. FOR TEHRAN: TELL TOUFANIAN THAT WE ARE DISCUSSING 
THE MATTER WITH THE EGYPTIANS. THAT IT GIVES US PROBLEMS, 
AND THAT WE WILL BE IN TOUCH WITH HIM AGAIN ABOUT IT. 

6. IF TOUFANIAN SHOULD AGAIN RAISE SAUDI TRAINING OF 
EGYPTIAN PILOTS, YOU SHOULD REPLY THAT THE PILOT 
TRAINING WAS SUSPENDED EARLY THIS YEAR AND TO OUR 
KNOWLEDGE HAS NOT BEEN RESUMED. KISSINGER 
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